Hist. 151: American History to 1877
I. Course Information

Instructor Info:

Dr. T. Cole Jones 

Email: colejones@purdue.edu
Office: UNIV 222

Teaching Assistant: 
Ms. McKenzie Isom

Email: isomm@purdue.edu
Office: Recitation 421
Class Time and Location:

MWF: 3:30-4:20 PM
Wetherill Laboratory 320

Office Hours:

Dr. Jones: MW: 10-11 AM 
Ms. Isom: MF: 2-3 PM
II. Course Description 


This course examines the social, cultural, economic, and political development of what became the United States from sixteenth-century European colonization through the Civil War and Reconstruction. Viewing American history in an Atlantic context, this course emphasizes the relationship between native peoples and European settlers, the origins, character, and evolution of African slavery, and the role of religion, technology, war, and capitalism in shaping American society.


The course readings can be found in the textbook The American Promise, (Roark et al), and an accompanying collection of primary sources in Reading the American Past (Johnson). 
III. Learning Objectives 

This Course asks you:

1. To increase your knowledge of the key events and themes in American history from 1607-1877.
 2. To appreciate the ways in which the interaction of diverse peoples from three continents influenced the development of American culture, politics, and society.
3. To analyze and contextualize historical evidence.

4. To appreciate the ways in which the “narrative” of American history has changed over time. 
5. To articulate claims about the past in the form of thesis statements.

6. To improve your oral and written communication skills.

IV. Course Requirements


This course will meet two times a week for lecture and once for discussion. You are expected to attend lectures and to participate in discussion sections.  Part of your overall grade will be determined by your informed participation in Friday’s discussion sections. All assigned readings for the week are to be completed before the discussion section meets. The discussions will focus on themes raised in each week’s secondary (textbook) and primary (historical document) readings.


All students must write a weekly response of about 300 words to ONE of the "Making Connections" questions posed at the end of each week's chapter in The American Promise. Select a question of interest to you and compose a clearly written response.  You must email your questions to the TA (Ms. Isom) BY MIDNIGHT OF THE NIGHT BEFORE EACH DISCUSSION MEETING.  Come to the meeting prepared to discuss your chosen question in depth.  You may miss one response over the course of the semester without penalty.
Required Books 

James L. Roark et al, The American Promise: A History of the United States, Fourth 
Edition (Value Edition), (Boston; New York:  Bedford/St. Martin's, 2009).

Michael P. Johnson, ed., Reading the American Past:  Selected Historical Documents, 
Volume 1: To 1877 Fifth Edition, (Boston; New York:  Bedford/St. Martin's, 
2012).

Major Term Assignments:


Over the course of the semester, you will complete two short papers, a midterm exam, and a final exam.  For your papers, you will compose clearly organized and argued responses to the broad questions below.  

FIRST SHORT PAPER (5-6 pages). DUE: February 10 at the beginning of discussion.
What were the types of challenges that European settlers faced in establishing North American settlements?  How did life in the New World differ from their expectations, and why?  In your answer, be sure to be clear about regional differences.
SECOND SHORT PAPER (5-6 pages). DUE: April 14 at the beginning of discussion.
How did the institution of chattel slavery shape the development of the American Republic from 1783 to 1860? 
OVERALL GRADE BREAKDOWN:

Class Participation: 10%

Weekly Question Response: 10%

First paper: 15%

Midterm: 25%

Second Paper: 15%

Final Exam: 25%
V. Classroom Policies
My policies are simple:  

Show up to every class on time having done the reading. 

Do the assignments.  

Be respectful.  

Use common sense.

Do your own work. 

If you have a question, ask me or Ms. Isom in person or via Email. 

Late papers will be penalized one-third grade per day [example: an A paper that is one day late becomes an A- paper]
For a more detailed explanation of the above, see the University Policies:

“Purdue prohibits ‘dishonesty in connection with any University activity. Cheating, plagiarism, or knowingly furnishing false information to the University are examples of dishonesty.’ [Part 5, Section III-B-2-a, Student Regulations] Furthermore, the University Senate has stipulated that ‘the commitment of acts of cheating, lying, and deceit in any of their diverse forms (such as the use of substitutes for taking examinations, the use of illegal cribs, plagiarism, and copying during examinations) is dishonest and must not be tolerated. Moreover, knowingly to aid and abet, directly or indirectly, other parties in committing dishonest acts is in itself dishonest.’ [University Senate Document 72-18, December 15, 1972]”

https://www.purdue.edu/odos/academic-integrity/
Students with Disabilities: 

Students who need special accommodations to participate fully in class should contact me as soon as possible.  While I will do everything in my power to accommodate your needs, Purdue University requires you to provide me with appropriate written documentation and to have that documentation on file with Student Services.  Students should be aware that Services for Student Disabilities are available at 494-1247 if you need further assistance.
VI. Course Content
Week 1

Mon. Jan., 9: Introduction: What is American History?

Wed. Jan., 11: America Before European Contact
Fri. Jan., 13: Discussion 


Readings:


"Ancient America: Before 1492,” in American Promise.

Primary sources:


“A Taino Origin Story” in Michael P. Johnson, Reading the American 



Past.
Week 2

Mon. Jan., 16: NO CLASS MLK DAY

Wed. Jan., 18: Contact, Conflict, and Adaptation (Ms. Isom)
Fri. Jan., 20: Discussion 

Readings: 


"Europeans Encounter the New World: 1492-1600,” in American Promise.

Primary sources:


“Columbus Describes His First Encounter with ‘Indians,’” and “A 




Conquistador Arrives in Mexico, 1519-1520,” in Johnson, Reading



 the American Past.
Week 3
Mon. Jan., 23: Chesapeake Settlements

Wed. Jan., 25: Origins of Slavery

Fri. Jan., 27: Discussion


Readings:



 “The Southern Colonies in the Seventeenth Century, 1601-1700” in 



American Promise.

Primary Sources:


“Opechancanough’s 1622 Uprising in Virginia” and “Sex and Race 



Relations” in Johnson, Reading the American Past.
Week 4
Mon. Jan., 30: Puritan New England 

Wed. Feb., 1: War, Witches, and Salvation 

Fri. Feb., 3: Discussion


Readings:

 
“The Northern Colonies in the Seventeenth Century, 1601-1700” in



 American Promise.

Primary Sources:


“Wampanoag Grievances at the Outset of King Philip’s War” and “Words 



of the Bewitched,” in Johnson, Reading the American Past.
Week 5
Mon. Feb., 6: Middle Colonies
Wed. Feb., 8: Lowcountry and Caribbean 

Fri. Feb., 10: Discussion FIRST PAPER DUE

Readings: 



“Colonial America in the Eighteenth Century, 1701-1770” in American 



Promise.

Primary Sources
 

“Poor Richard's Advice,” “Advertisements for Runaway Slaves,” and “A 



Moravian Missionary Interviews Slaves in the West Indies, 1767-



1768,” in Johnson, Reading the American Past.
Week 6
Mon. Feb., 13: Empire

Wed. Feb., 15: World War

Fri. Feb., 17: Discussion

Readings:



“The British Empire and the Colonial Crisis, 1754-1775” in American 



Promise.


Primary Source:


“Mary Jemison is Captured by Seneca Indians during the Seven Year’s 



War,” “A Boston Shoemaker Recalls British Arrogance and the 



Boston Tea Party,” and “Daniel Leonard Argues for Loyalty to the 



British Empire," in Johnson, Reading the American Past.
Week 7
Mon. Feb., 20: Revolt to Revolution
Wed. Feb., 22: Independence to Revolutionary War
Fri. Feb., 24: Discussion

Readings:



 “The War for America: 1775-1783” in American Promise.


Primary Sources:



“Thomas Paine Makes the Case for Independence,” “Boston King Seeks 



Freedom by Running Away to the British Army,” and “J. Hector 



St. John de Crevecoeur Describes the Distresses of a Frontier 



Farmer during the Revolution,” in Johnson, Reading the American 



Past.
Week 8

Mon. Feb., 27: What comes next? Founding a Nation

Wed. Mar., 1: MIDTERM
Fri. Mar., 3: No Discussion 
Week 9
Mon. Mar., 6: Road to Ratification 

Wed. Mar., 8: Faction and Discord

Fri. Mar., 10: Discussion


Readings:


“Building a Republic, 1775-1789” and “The New Nation Takes Form, 



1789-1800,” in American Promise.

Primary Sources:


“Making the Case for the Constitution: James Madison, Federalist Number 


10, 1787,” “Mercy Otis Warren Opposes the Constitution: 




Observations on the New Constitution, 1788,” and “George 



Washington’s Parting Advice to the Nation,” in Johnson, Reading 



the American Past.
Week 10

Mon. Mar., 13-Fri. Mar., 17: SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS. 

Week 11

Mon. Mar., 20: 1800—A Revolution in Government
Wed. Mar., 22: 1812—America’s Second War for Independence 

Fri. Mar., 24: Discussion


Readings:



“Republicans in Power, 1800-1824” in American Promise.

Primary Sources:


“President Thomas Jefferson’s Private and Public Indian Policy,” and 



“James Hamilton’s Path to Enlistment during the War of 1812,” in 



Johnson, Reading the American Past.
Week 12
Mon. Mar., 27: The Market Revolution
Wed. Mar., 29: Manifest Destiny 
Fri. Mar., 31: Discussion

Readings:



“The Expanding Republic, 1815-1840” and “The New West and Free 



North, 1840-1860,” in American Promise.

Primary Sources: 


“Cherokees Debate Removal,” and “Sarah Grimké on the Status of 



Women,” in Johnson, Reading the American Past.
Week 13
Mon. Apr., 3: King Cotton
Wed. Apr., 5: Plantation Empire
Fri. Apr., 7: Discussion

Readings: 



“The Slave South, 1820-1860” in American Promise.

Primary Sources:


“Plantation Rules,” “Nat Turner Explains Why He Became an 




Insurrectionist,” and “The Pro-Slavery Argument” in Johnson, 



Reading the American Past.

Week 14
Mon. Apr., 10: Lincoln and Liberty too! 
Wed. Apr., 12: Secession
Fri. Apr., 14: Discussion SECOND PAPER DUE

Readings:



“The House Divided, 1846-1861” in American Promise.

Primary Sources:


“The Kansas-Nebraska Act” and “Abolitionist Lydia Maria Child Defends 


John Brown and Attacks the Slave Power," in Johnson, Reading 



the American Past. 

Week 15 
Mon. Apr., 17: Battle Cry of Freedom 
Wed. Apr., 19: Total War 
Fri. Apr., 21: Discussion  


Readings: 



“The Crucible of War, 1861-1865,” in American Promise. 

Primary Documents: 



“President Lincoln’s War Aims,” “A Former Slave’s War Aims,” and 



“General William T. Sherman Explains the Hard Hand of War,” in 



Johnson, Reading the American Past.  
Week 16  
Mon. Apr., 24: Reunion and Reconstruction  
Wed. Apr., 26: The Promise of Liberty?
Fri. Apr., 28: Discussion and exam prep
  


Reading:



“Reconstruction, 1863-1877,” in American Promise.

Primary Document:


“Black Codes Enacted in the South,” “Former Slaves Seek to Reunite their 


Families,” and “Klan Violence Against Blacks," in Johnson, 



Reading the American Past. 
The Final will take place during the scheduled Exam Week. May 1-6

Disclaimer: 

In the event of a major campus emergency, course requirements, deadlines and grading percentages are subject to changes that may be necessitated by a revised semester calendar or other circumstances beyond the instructor’s control. Relevant changes to this course will be posted on Blackboard or can be obtained by contacting the instructor via email.  You are expected to read your @purdue.edu email on a frequent basis.
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